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Madrid, Santiago de Compostela, Fatima,  
Lourdes, Lisieux, & Paris  

17 days – Tour 60 P 
 

Madrid · Toledo · Astorga · O' Cebreiro · Santiago de Compostela · Lisbon · Santarem (Eucharistic Miracle) · Fatima · Salamanca · Alba 
de Tormes · Ávila · Burgos · Loyola (St. Ignatius) · Lourdes (St. Bernadette) · Paris · Lisieux (St. Therese the Little Flower) · Landing 

Beaches & American Cemetery · Chartres 
 
YOUR TRIP INCLUDES:  

• † Centrally located hotels: (or similar) 
~ 2 nights: Hotel Moratin, Madrid, Spain 
~ 2 nights: Hotel Compostela, Santiago de Compostela, Spain 
~ 1 night: Marques de Pombal or Mundial, Lisbon, Portugal 
~ 2 nights: Santa Maria Jardim, Fatima, Portugal 
~ 1 night: Abba Fonseca, Salamanca, Spain 

~ 1 night: Abba, Burgos, Spain 
~ 3 nights: Moderne or Chapelle et Parc, Lourdes, France 
~ 2 nights: Lisieux 
~ 2 nights: Pullman or M Gallery, Paris 

• Transfers as per itinerary 

• Breakfast and Dinner daily 

• Wine and mineral water with dinners 

• Transportation by air-conditioned motor coach 

• Assistance of local guide throughout 

• Sightseeing and admissions fees as per itinerary 

• Catholic Priest available for Spiritual Direction 

• Mass daily & Spiritual activities 
  

 

 
 

 

Day 1 - Madrid  

Arrive in Madrid where we will be warmly greeted by your guide and 

driver. Transfer to your hotel and enjoy free time before dinner and 

overnight. 

Day 2 - Madrid & Toledo  

After breakfast we will enjoy a tour of Madrid including the Royal 

Palace and Plaza Mayor. We then depart for Toledo which sits on a 

rocky mound isolated on three sides by a looping gorge of the Río 

Tajo. Every available inch of this outcrop has churches, synagogues, 

mosques and houses heaped upon one another in a haphazard spi-ral, 

which the cobbled lanes infiltrate as best they can. Toledo is known as 

the City of the Three Religions or Cultures because for many centuries 

the Christians, the Moors, and the Jews lived together in relative 

equality and peace. The city surrounded by walls hides great 

treasured: its awesome Cathedral, the church of Santo Tomé, the 

Tránsito Synagogue, Santa María La Blanca Synagogue, the superb 
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church of San Juan de los Reyes, Puerta de Bisagras, Puerta del Cambrón, Puerta del Sol, etc. We return 

to Madrid for dinner and overnight.  

Day 3 - Madrid - Astorga - O' Cebreiro -Santiago de Compostela  

After breakfast depart towards city of Santiago de Compostela. Stop in Villafranca del Bierzo, where we 

will visit to the Collegiate Church of Santa María, the churches of Santiago and San Nicolas, as well as the 

Agua Street, full of palaces and emblazoned houses. Later we enter Galicia by Lugo, not far from 

Santiago. We will stop in O Cebreiro, the first village in the region of Lugo along the Route, with an 

altitude of 1,300 meters. A group of "pallozas" can be seen and a beautiful Pre-Romanesque temple, from 

the 9-10 C, containing a Chalice, the Paten of "Santo Milagro" and a precious Romanesque carving of 

Santa Maria la Real. We continue on to Santiago de Compostela for dinner and overnight.  

Day 4 - Santiago de Compostela  

After breakfast we set out to join the walking pilgrims at the Monte del Gozo from which the spires of the 

Cathedral are first visible. We will walk the last couple of miles of El Camino arriving at the Cathedral, the 

destination we have been yearning to reach. We will attend the International Pilgrim Mass at the 

Cathedral of St. James, one of the finest examples of architecture in all of Europe. Tradition invites us to 

perform some rites. The most important and meaningful one is the hug to the Saint, go under the main 

altar and visit the crypt where the relics of St. James are preserved. In the afternoon we will visit to the 

city of Santiago to see: Obradoiro Square, Fonseca Palace, Gelmirez Palace, Franco Street, etc. Dinner 

and overnight in Santiago de Compostela.  

 
 

Day 5 - Santiago de Compostela - Lisbon 

Today, you will transfer to Lisbon. Upon arrival in Lisbon you will then check into your hotel. Then join 

your group and begin a panoramic sightseeing tour of the coastal city of Lisbon. We will stop at the St. 

Jerome's Monastery, built to give thanks to the Virgin Mary for guiding Vasco da Gama on his voyage that 

linked Europe and Asia. Continue to drive by the Belem Quarter that contains the iconic entry way to the 



                                                                                                                  

 
Guidepost Catholic Pilgrimages 

TRAVEL FOCUS GROUP – AFTA #15615 / Magellan - ATAS Accreditation & Consumer Protection 
website: www.guideposttours.com.au                          email: enquiries@guidepost-travel.com 

Lisbon harbor, the Belem Tower. This important structure of history has many beautiful sculptures, such 

as depictions of, St. Vincent and Our Lady of Safe Homecoming. We will continue and " pass by" the "25th 

of April Bridge", inspired by the Golden Gate Bridge of San Francisco, California. The Ponte 25 de Abril is 

the oldest bridge that connects the Tagus river of Lisbon. Following, we will drive by the Discoveries 

Monument. This memorial commemorates the Great Explorers who, as a result of their explorations, 

brought Portugal to a standing of wealth and power during the Age of Discovery. This ship prow shaped 

structure stands at the point where the Great Explorers began their expeditions. Enjoy a view of the 

Basilica of the Star, the Rossio Square, Commerce Square, and the Marquee of Pombal Square. Our last 

stop will be St. Anthony's Church to celebrate Mass. Although this patron Saint of lost things is known as 

St. Anthony of Padua (Italy), he was originally born in Lisbon, Portugal. This Church is built upon the site 

of St. Anthony's birth, and is also where Saint John Paul II visited in 1982. The former Pope stopped at 

this Church, on his way to Fatima, to pray to Our Lady in thanksgiving. Saint John Paul II recognizes Our 

Lady as saving him from being killed when he was shot one year prior, in 1981. After Mass we will check-

in at the hotel and enjoy a welcoming dinner followed by a restful overnight. 

Day 6 - Lisbon - Santarem - Fatima 

Today, we will travel north to the old city of Santarem. In Santarem visit and attend Mass at the Church 

of St. Stephen, which holds the oldest (13th century) recorded Eucharistic Miracle: The Miracle occurred 

when a woman yearned to change the ways of her unfaithful husband and consulted a sorceress. The 

sorceress agreed that she would cure the husband's infidelity in exchange for a consecrated Host. The 

woman committed the sacrilege, but when she exited the church, the Host began to bleed. It bled so 

much that her fellow parishioners thought she had cut her hand. The woman ran home and hid the 

bleeding Host in a trunk. When her husband arrived home, the wife told him what she had done, and later 

that night there was a light emanating from the trunk. She and her husband began to kneel before the 

trunk. The following morning, the husband and wife brought the Host to the parish priest. It was then 

moved to the Church of St. Stephen where another miracle occurred; the miraculous Host was originally 

put in a wax container, however, when a priest opened the tabernacle to view the Host, the container was 

found broken, and the Host was found enclosed in a crystal pyx. Return to Fatima with a visit to the 

Hamlet of Aljustrel, the home of the three shepherd children. visit of the Parish Church and Fatima Parish 

Cemetery. Return to hotel for dinner and overnight. 

 

Day 7 - Fatima 

Today will surely be a memorable experience as you pray and meditate upon one of Our Blessed Mother's 

apparition sites. Our Lady appeared to three shepherd children; Lucia (age 10), Jacinta (age 7), and 

Francisco (age 9). These apparitions occurred monthly from May until October of 1917. Historically, as the 

entire world was in true turmoil, Our Lady's most prominent message during this time was to pray for 

world peace. The destruction of the world at that point in history was also mentioned by Our Lady in her 

messages of Fatima, and more specifically, in her second secret to the children. Our profoundly reflective 

day begins with a visit of the Little Chapel of the Apparitions. This simple, yet modern, chapel is the site 

of where the Virgin Mary first appeared on May 13, 1917. Continue with a visit of the stunning 

neoclassical church, the Basilica of Our Lady of the Rosary. This Sacred space contains the tombs of St. 

Francisco, St. Jacinta and Sister Lucia. View the monument, that commemorates the Sacred Heart of 

Jesus , in the square. Due to Our Lady's consistency in Her messages to pray the Rosary, this Basilica also 

features fifteen altars that are dedicated to the fifteen mysteries of the Rosary. While in the Basilica, you 

will be able to feel, through the Love of Our Lord and Lady, the many graces that were received here. Visit 

the Museum with the exhibition: Fatima: Light and Peace. Continue with a visit of the Holy Trinity Basilica. 

After free time for lunch, we will experience Christ's unconditional love by participating in the Stations of 

the Cross along the Via Sacra. The "Sacred Way" marks the path taken by the shepherd children of 

Fatima to their first apparition with Our Lady. It is composed of fifteen small chapels in commemoration of 

the Passion of Our Lord. The fifteenth station, the Resurrection, can be found close to the Chapel of 

Calvary, dedicated to St. Stephen, King of Hungary. Ending the day with visit of Valinhos, the site of Our 
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Lady's August 1917 apparition and the first and third apparition of the Angel. Your night will conclude with 

private devotions, and a candlelight procession, requested by Our Lady (1917). Enjoy dinner and a 

comfortable night's rest in Fatima. 
About Santiago de Compostela: The History of El Camino, The Way of St. James or St. James' Way 
Often known by its Spanish name, el Camino de Santiago, is the pilgrimage to the Cathedral of Santiago de Compostela in 
Galicia in north western Spain, where legend has it that the remains of the apostle, Saint James the Great, are buried. The 
Way of St James has existed for over a thousand years. It was one of the most important Christian pilgrimages during 
medieval times. It was considered one of three pilgrimages on which a plenary indulgence could be earned; the others are 
the Via Francigena to Rome and the pilgrimage to Jerusalem. Legend holds that St. James's remains were carried by boat 
from Jerusalem to northern Spain where they were buried on the site of what is now the city of Santiago de Compostela. 
There are some, however, who claim that the bodily remains at Santiago belong to Priscillian, the fourth-century Galician 
leader of an ascetic Christian sect, Priscillianism, who was one of the first Christian heretics to be executed. 
 
About Fatima: 
The Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima is one of most famous Marian shrines in the world. Drawn by apparitions of the Virgin Mary 
to three local shepherd children in 1917. Four million people visit Fatima each year. The Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to 
shepherd children on the 13th day of six consecutive months in 1917, starting on May 13th until October 13th. The events at 
Fatima gained particular fame due to their elements of prophecy and eschatology, particularly with regard to possible world 
war and the conversion of Russia. 

 
 
 

 

Day 8 - Fatima - Salamanca 

Depart Fatima and head to Salamanca, following a full breakfast at the hotel. Salamanca is a city in the 

Castilla y Leon region, and is known for its large University, the oldest in Spain that is still active, and 

prominent culture. Our walking tour will bring us by the most noteworthy sites such as; the grand Plaza 

Mayor, an iconic square filled with food, shopping and city events; La Clerecia, a church and college of the 

Jesuit Order that was constructed in the seventeenth century; La Casa de las Conchas, currently a public 

library but also, a monument noted and decorated by its shells, which symbolizes the ever famous 
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pilgrimage to Santiago (El Camino); the University of Salamanca, the oldest University in Spain and the 

third oldest in Europe; the Roman Bridge, extends along the River Tormes, is a national monument and 

among one of Salamanca's sturdiest bridges; La Iglesia de San Marcos, constructed in the Romanesque 

style and contains breathtaking paintings that portray many scenes of Our Lady's life; La Iglesia de San 

Martin, a church devoted to St. Martin de Porres, who is the patron saint of mixed-race people and all 

those seeking interracial harmony. Visit inside the two joint Salamanca Cathedrals (old and new), one of 

which is of a Romanesque style and the other is of a Gothic style. Following this eventful day, you will 

return to your hotel for a delicious meal with your group and an overnight at your hotel in Salamanca. 

 

Day 9 – Salamanca - Alba de Tormes - Ávila - Burgos 

After breakfast, we will depart to the quaint village of Alba de Tormes. Here we will visit and celebrate 

Mass at the Carmelite Monastery, where Saint Teresa died in 1582 A.D. and is buried. In the little 

museum of the Carmelite Monastery we will be able to see the incorrupt heart and left arm of the St. 

Teresa. We enjoy free time for lunch before we continue our journey to Ávila. Two things distinguish 

Ávila: the perfectly preserved eleventh-century walls which surround the old town, and the mystic writer 

Santa Teresa, who was born here and whose shrines are a must see for all Catholic pilgrims! Ávila's 

atmosphere has changed very little since the days of Santa Teresa, the first woman to be named a Doctor 

of the Church, to whom the city is dedicated. During our tour of Ávila we will see the Cathedral and San 

Vicente church. We will visit the Incarnation Convent, where St. Teresa became a nun and home to the 

most comprehensive museum dedicated to her life. We also visit La Santa Monastery, built on the site of 

the house where she was born, and San José Convent, the first monastery founded by the Saint. After 

walking in the footsteps of St. Teresa we depart for Burgos, the historic capital of Old Castile. After dinner 

you will have free time to explore Burgos and admire the magnificent limestone Cathedral. 

Day 10 – Burgos - Loyola - Lourdes 

After breakfast, we depart Burgos for Loyola, the birthplace of St. Ignatius of Loyola, founder of the 

Jesuits. Here, we will see the 17th-century Basilica dedicated to St. Ignatius. We will also visit his family 

home behind the sanctuary. We will have time to pray at the most venerated room where Ignatius at age 

30, was brought following his serious wounding at the Battle of Pamplona. After free time for lunch we 

motor through the spectacular Pyrenees Mountains. Nestled in the mountains stands picturesque Lourdes, 

the birthplace of St. Bernadette to whom Our Lady appeared in 1858 near the Grotto of Massabielle. We 

arrive in time for dinner at our hotel before retiring to our rooms for a restful night's sleep. 

Day 11 & 12 Lourdes 

This pilgrimage was designed for those who only have time for a short visit to Lourdes, to pray and 

reflect. During your 3 nights stay in Lourdes you will have time to pray with your fellow pilgrims and 

pilgrims from around the world, to attend Mass at the Grotto, watch a video presentation telling the story 

of Lourdes, and walk in the footsteps of St Bernadette. See Boly Mill where St Bernadette was born, and 

the "Cachot," an abandoned prison where Bernadette's impoverished family lived. Join your prayers with 

those of pilgrims from around the world as you pray for the sick, drink water from the miraculous spring 

or submerge yourself in the healing baths. Experience Christ's love as you walk the life-sized Stations of 

the Cross overlooking the holy Grotto. Kneel in the chapel built on the very rock of the Grotto, in 

obedience to the request of the "Immaculate Conception." Evenings are free for optional Blessed 

Sacrament Procession before dinner. Your role in the universal church will have new meaning as you join 

the candlelight procession and group rosary. (candle light procession and group rosary April through October only) 

 
About Lourdes: 
She came for you and for every one of us! 6 million pilgrims come to Lourdes each year and 10,000 visit this site daily. At 
the foot of the Pyrenees mountains in southwestern France, nestled between the spectacular mountain river, Gave de Pau, is 
Lourdes, one of the most important pilgrimage sites in the World. Lourdes is the birthplace of St Bernadette to whom Our 
Lady appeared in 1858 near the Grotto of Massabielle. Our pilgrimage and tour of Lourdes includes visits to the sanctuary 
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and the Basilica of St Pius X, the world's largest underground church. Drink from the spring that the Virgin directed 
Bernadette to locate at the base of the grotto, which has flowed uninterrupted since 1858. Wash yourself in the baths where 
hundreds of miraculous cures have taken place. Contemplate Christ's Passion as you pray the unique three-dimensional 
Stations of the Cross. Attend the blessing of the sick and participate in nightly candlelight processions requested by Our 
Lady. Daily Mass, and Mass at the Grotto on Sunday will be followed by a video presentation telling the miraculous story of 
Lourdes. Visit Lourdes and experience a spiritual journey from which many have claimed healing and conversion. 
 

 
 
Day 13 - Lourdes – Lisieux 

Today, you will enjoy breakfast before departing for Pau or Lourdes airport for your short flight to Paris . 

Upon arrival in Paris, visit and attend Mass at the magnificent, Sacre Coeur Basilica that stands atop 

Montmartre Hill. The Basilica that is dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus was originally built in 1914, as 

an act of penance for infidelity that France was experiencing during that time. While on your visit, in 

addition to the extraordinary artwork and architecture that forms the Basilica, you will see the beautiful 

mosaic of the Risen Christ, the remarkable Grand Organ, . Celebrate Mass at the Crypt that contains the 

Tombs of many notable Cardinals. Time permitting you may have the opportunity during your free time to 

ascend a staircase to the Dome where you will take in a breathtaking panoramic view of the city of Paris. 

Following this visit, you will enjoy lunch on own and depart for Lisieux . According to Pope Pius X, St. 

Therese of Lisieux was the "greatest saint of modern times." Her extraordinary love for God and service to 

humanity will come alive as you walk in the great Saint's footsteps. During your visit, you will see the 

beautiful Basilica of St. Therese, and the magnificent mosaics and stained glass that are contained within. 

Diner an overnight at your hotel in Lisieux. 

 

Day 14 - Lisieux - Landing Beaches 

Upon waking up in Lisieux and enjoying breakfast, you will pray and reflect upon the life of the beloved 

Saint as well as celebrate Mass. After Mass and following the visit to the Basilica, you will have the 

opportunity to view relics, clothing and personal objects of St. Therese when you visit her family home, 

Les Buissonets. Additionally, you will tour the Carmelite Convent of where she entered in 1888 and is 

currently entombed in with her parent. This afternoon transfer to Normandy Landing beaches. The 
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Normandy landings were the landing operations on Tuesday, 6 June 1944 (termed D-Day) of the Allied 

invasion of Normandy during World War II. The largest seaborne invasion in history, the operation began 

the liberation of German-occupied northwestern Europe from Nazi control and contributed to the Allied 

victory on the Western Front. Continue to visit The Normandy Cemetery and Memorial, a World War II 

cemetery and memorial in Colleville-sur-Mer, Normandy. Return to Lisieux for dinner and overnight. 

 

Day 15 – Lisieux – Chartres – Paris 

This morning, your day begins with an early breakfast before we depart for Chartres. Chartres, known for 

its massive Cathedral Notre Dame. Worldwide known for the incredible stained-glass windows from the 

12th and 13th century. A World Heritage site by UNESCO, which calls the Cathedral "the high point of 

French Gothic art" and a "masterpiece". Have some free time for lunch in the quaint town of Chartres. 

After lunch we will continue to Paris . Check in hotel and free time before a delicious dinner and overnight. 

 

 
Day 16 - Paris 

Today, you will enjoy a full sightseeing tour of Paris. After breakfast, you will visit and celebrate Mass at 

the Shrine of Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal, where you will view the incorrupt body of St. Catherine 

Laboure. The Saint's guardian angel led her to the chapel where the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to her. 

During apparitions, Our Lady repeatedly instructed the making and purpose of the Miraculous Medal as 

well as, the green scapular. According to the Blessed Virgin Mary, those who wear the Miraculous Medal 

and scapular will receive special protection and abundant graces. Following your prayerful and reflective 

experience at this elegant chapel, you will begin your sightseeing tour of Paris. After Mass we will walk to 

Saint Vicent de Paul Church. Continuing our day with a visit of the Notre Dame Cathedral, a perfect 

example of Gothic art. Our panoramic sightseeing tour via motor coach continues on to the most 

recognizable symbol of the city of Paris, the Eiffel Tower. Historically, the Tower's original intent was to 

commemorate the centenary of the French Revolution but, later assisted in meteorology, telegraphy of 

World War I, radio, and television. Pass by the L'Arch de Triomphe, a monument that symbolizes gratitude 

for those who fought for France. This monument stands at the West end of the Champ-Elysees, one of the 

world's most famous boulevards and another one of our stops on the sightseeing tour. We will also pass 
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by the ever famous, Louvre Museum.* This Museum is one of the finest in the world and contains a 

number of pieces that truly emanate not only French art but also, European culture. Your fun-filled, busy 

day ends with a lovely meal and a very comfortable overnight. 

 

Day 17 – Paris – return home 

After an early breakfast and heartfelt farewells, your group will leave by motor coach and transfer to the 

Paris airport for return flights home. 

 

 
 

*206 Tours Disclaimer: 

Occasionally local religious and national holidays, weather, traffic conditions and other events may necessitate 

changes in the sequence of events or the missing of certain events/places. Though every effort will be made to 

follow the itinerary, it should be considered as an indication, rather than a contract of events and places to be 

visited. 


