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Holy Land & Shrines of Italy 
17 days – Tour 118 

Holy Land, Shrines of Italy & Medjugorje 

21 days – Tour 118A  
Tel Aviv · Caesarea · Haifa · Stella Maris · Nazareth · Cana · Tiberias · Sea of Galilee · Jordan River · Mt. Tabor · Jerusalem · Ein 

Karem · Bethlehem · Qumran · Jericho · Dead Sea · Mt. of Olives · Mt. Zion · Holy Sepulchre · Rome (Papal Audience with Holy Father) · Gubbio · La Verna · Asssisi 
(St. Francis) · Loreto (Holy House) · Lanciano (Eucharistic Miracle) · San Giovanni Rotondo (Padre Pio) · Monte Sant'Angelo · Monte Cassino · Medjugorje 

 
YOUR TRIP INCLUDES:  
† Centrally located hotels: (or similar) 

~ 1 night: Dan Panorama, Tel Aviv 
~ 2 nights: Leonardo Plaza, Tiberias 
~ 5 nights: Notre Dame or Inbal, Jerusalem 
~ 3 nights: Le Meridien Visconti or Michelangelo, Rome 
~ 2 nights: Centro di Spiritualita Padre Pio, San Giovanni Rotondo 
~ 3 nights: Giotto, Assisi 
~ 4 nights: Modern Pension/Hotel, Medjugorje (Tour 118A only) 

 

† Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner daily in The Holy Land 
† Breakfast & Dinner daily in Italy & Medjugorje 
† Transfers as per itinerary 
† Transportation by air-conditioned motor coach 
† Free Wi-Fi on motor coach in The Holy Land 
† Assistance of Christian guide throughout 
† Sightseeing and admissions fees as per itinerary 
† Catholic Priest throughout for Confession and Spiritual Guidance 
† Votive Masses daily 
† Admission to Vatican City 
† Admission to Vatican Museum 
† Meeting with visionaries (pending availability) 
† Visit to Community Cenacolo 
† Mass daily & Spiritual activities 
† Luggage handling (1 piece per person) 
† Flight bag & portfolio of all travel documents 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Day 1 - Arrive in Tel Aviv 
Upon arrival at Ben Gurion Airport in Tel Aviv, make your way to the baggage claim area and collect your 

luggage. Proceed to the Arrival's Hall, where you will be greeted by your tour guide and/or driver. 

Transfer to your hotel in Tel Aviv to check-in. Enjoy dinner at the hotel before retiring for the evening. 
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Day 2 - Tel Aviv - Caesarea - Stella Maris (Haifa) - Nazareth - Cana - Tiberias 
Theme: The Annunciation 

Depart Tel Aviv to Caesarea Marítima, one of the three largest ports in the Roman world, next to 

Alexandria and Piraeus “Athens”, which were built by Herod the Great between 21 B.C. and 9 B.C. It was 

in Caesarea where St. Peter baptized the first gentile convert Cornelius, and where St. Paul gave his 

defence of the church. From here, we will see the Roman Theatre, Herod’s Palace, view the Hippodrome, 

and the harbor from where St. Paul sailed on his journeys. Continue north to Haifa, located on Mt Carmel, 

where we will visit the Carmelite Shrine dedicated to Our Lady of Mt Carmel, and pray at the cave which 

Elijah the prophet took refuge. Continue on to Nazareth for lunch, and then visit the Church of the 

Annunciation. Visit the museum and archaeological garden where we can see the remains of Nazareth at 

time of Christ, as well as St. Joseph’s workshop – which is now known as St. Joseph’s Church. Within the 

Church of the Annunciation, you will make our way down to the Grotto to see the remains of the house of 

the Blessed Mother, and where the Angel of the Lord announced the good news to Mary. Celebrate Mass 

in this Church, and then continue on to Cana. It was here that Jesus performed His first miracle, changing 

water into wine. During your visit at the Wedding Church, married couples will have the chance to take 

part in the ceremony and renew their wedding vows. From there, we continue on to Tiberias, located on 

Sea of Galilee, for dinner and overnight. 

 
Day 3 - Tiberias: Sea of Galilee 
Theme: The Ministry of Christ in the Galilee 

Today, begin with breakfast at the hotel, followed by a boat ride on the beautiful and scenic Sea of Galilee 

(Luke 5:1). Upon docking the boat, you will have the opportunity to view the remains of a boat that dates 

back to the time of Jesus. Following the Sea of Galilee, we continue to the Mount of Beatitudes, where 

Jesus proclaimed His great Sermon on the Mount (Luke 6:20-49). Near the Mount, is Tabgha, one of 

Jesus' miracle sites. At Tabgha, Jesus fed the crowd of 5,000 people from five loaves of bread and two 

fish (Luke 9:10-17). Also, in Tabgha is St. Peter's Primacy where Jesus bestowed church leadership upon 

Peter (John 21:9). Continue to visit the birthplace of Mary Magdalene in Magdala. During the time of 

Jesus, this village was a prosperous fishing village that exported fish and garum (a fish sauce reduction; 

popular in Roman cooking). Your day concludes at Capernaum, the launching place of Jesus' ministry. In 

Capernaum, see the Synagogue where Jesus taught (Mark 1:21-29) and gave His sermon on the Bread of 

Life. Return to the hotel for dinner and an overnight. 

  

Day 4 - Jordan River - Mt. Tabor - Jericho - Jerusalem 
Theme: The Transfiguration 
After breakfast, drive to the site of the Transfiguration, Mount Tabor (Matthew 17:1-50). At this site, you 

will have some time to reflect on Christ's Humanity and Divinity. Celebrate Mass at the Basilica of the 
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Transfiguration and then continue south towards the Jordan Valley, to the oldest inhabited city in the 

world, Jericho (Joshua 6:12-25). In Jericho, you view the exact location, the Mount of Temptation, where 

the Devil tempted Jesus during his forty-day fast (Luke 4:1). Following the visit to this mountain, continue 

to Jesus' baptismal site on the River Jordan (Matthew 3:13-17). After some time at the Jordan River, you 

will transfer to Jerusalem to check-in to your hotel for dinner and overnight 

 

Day 5 - Jerusalem: Temple Model - Ein Karem – Bethlehem 
Theme: The Visitation and Nativity 
This morning, enjoy breakfast before we start our day in Jerusalem, which houses the temple to which 

Jesus was Presented (Luke 2:22). Visit a model of the Second Temple as it was in the time of Jesus. 

Following this visit, you will take a short drive to the village of Ein Karem, the birthplace of John the 

Baptist. It is known that there are two churches in Ein Karem, representing the two homes of Zechariah 

and Elizabeth. The first is in a valley where the birth of St. John the Baptist is commemorated (Luke 1:39-

80) in the Church of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist. The second is on a hill where Elizabeth spent five 

months in seclusion (Luke 1:24) at the Church of the Visitation. You will have a chance to visit both of 

these churches and have the opportunity to pray the Mystery of the Rosary as you walk up the hill to the 

Church of the Visitation. In the afternoon, transfer to Bethlehem, the birthplace of Jesus. In Bethlehem, 

you will have the opportunity to view the Shepherd's Fields (Luke 2:8). In the caves of these fields, you 

are still able to see the soot marks of fires that shepherds lit to keep warm. The tour concludes at the 

Manger Square, which stands in front of the Church of the Nativity. As you enter the Church, you will 

proceed down to the Grotto of the Nativity which marks the spot of Our Saviour’s birth (Matthew 2:1-18). 

Beneath the altar, there is a silver star and a Latin inscription that states: HIC DE VIRGINE MARIA JESUS 

CHRISTUS NATUS (Here Jesus Christ was born to the Virgin Mary). Following Mass in this Sacred space, 

return to the hotel for dinner and an overnight. 

 

Day 6 - Bethany - Dead Sea 
Theme: Early Years in Jerusalem & the Wilderness. 
Following breakfast at your hotel, you will travel down the Jordan Valley to Qumran. Qumran is made up 

of 2,000 year old ruins from the days of the Second Temple and also the site where the Dead Sea Scrolls 

were written and discovered (Ezekial 47:8-10). These writings have helped further the understanding of 

Jewish background in Christianity. Time and weather permitting, you will have the opportunity to take a 

float in the Dead Sea, the lowest and saltiest spot on Earth. Continue as you travel through the Judean 

wilderness, the site where Jesus spent His 40 days of fasting. The day of touring culminates with a 

transfer to Bethany. Bethany is the site where Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead which foreshadows His 

own Resurrection (John 11:38-44). Return to the hotel for dinner and an overnight 

 
Day 7 - Jerusalem: Mt. Of Olives - Gethsemane - Mt. Zion (Upper Room) - Western Wall 
Theme: Palm Sunday and the Agony in the Garden 
After breakfast, you will make your way to the Mount of Olives, where you will be able to take in the 

beautiful, panoramic view of Jerusalem. Historically, the Mount of Olives was a mandatory transit point for 

Jesus during many iconic moments. Visit the Pater Noster Shrine where Jesus taught His disciples the 

Lord's Prayer (Pater Noster) (Luke 11:1-4). You will have the opportunity to stop at Dominus Flevit which 

is a Church that commemorates where Jesus wept for Jerusalem (Luke 19:41). Continue on to 

Gethsemane, a garden at the foot of the Mount of Olives. Jesus brought His disciples here to pray the 

night before He was crucified (Luke 22:29-53). The Garden still contains trees with roots that date back to 

the time of Jesus. Your next stop, the Church of All Nations, is built over the "Rock of Agony". This is 

where Jesus prayed alone on the night of His arrest. Throughout this time, you are invited to remain in 

prayer and to reflect on Christ's agony that He experienced. You will have the opportunity to visit the 

Western Wall, which is the last remnant of the Jewish Temple after it was destroyed in 70 A.D. Continue 

with a visit to the house of the High Priest Caiaphas (Church of St. Peter in Gallicantu). This Church 

commemorates where Jesus was examined and eventually imprisoned before the Council in Jerusalem. It 
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also commemorates Peter's Denial of Christ (John 18:15-18), Peters' repentance, and Jesus' forgiveness 

of Peter. You will also visit the Upper Room on Mt. Zion. The Upper Room is where Jesus and His disciples 

celebrated the Last Supper (Matthew 26:17-30) and where Jesus appeared to His disciples after His Death 

and Resurrection (Mark 16:14). In addition, visit the nearby Benedictine Church of the Dormition. 

Tradition tells us that this Church is where Mary, the Mother of Jesus, "fell asleep." At the end of this 

prayerful day, return to your hotel for dinner and an overnight 

 
Day 8 - Jerusalem: Via Dolorosa - Holy Sepulchre 
This morning you will have a very early wake-up to begin the Via Dolorosa (The Way of the Cross) at the 

Antonia Fortress. This is the spot where Jesus was condemned to death by Pontius Pilate (John 18:28-

19:16). Following His condemnation, He was taken (on the Road to Calvary) to His place of Crucifixion. 

Reflect upon the Stations of the Cross as you travel through the markets of the Old City to the Church of 

the Holy Sepulchre (Luke 23:26-33). This sacred destination is the site of Calvary (Jesus' crucifixion 

place) and His tomb (Luke 23: 50-55). Celebrate Mass at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. Following 

Mass, we will return to the hotel to enjoy breakfast. You will continue your day with a visit to the Church 

of St. Anne's, the home of Jesus' maternal grandparents (Anne and Joachim); and the Pool of Bethesda, 

where Jesus healed the crippled man (John 5:1-9). This afternoon, enjoy a revisit to the Old City. 

Following this visit return to the hotel to enjoy dinner and an overnight at your hotel 

 
Day 9 - Jerusalem - Tel Aviv - Rome 
Today you depart from the Holy Land for your flight to Rome. Upon arrival in Rome you will be met by 

your driver and transfer to the hotel where you will meet the rest of your group. This afternoon, you will 

be introduced to your fellow pilgrims and priest who will be with you for the rest of the journey. Next, 

make your way to Mass, which will be followed by a welcome dinner with wine. This evening, you may 

walk to St. Peter's Square for Rosary (optional). 

Day 10 - Rome: Papal Audience - Trevi Fountain - Basilica of St. John the Lateran – Holy Stairs - Basilica 
of St. Mary Major 
We begin with the Papal Audience in St. Peter's Square! The Audience is celebrated each Wednesday by 

His Holiness, Pope Francis (pending the papal schedule). Following the Audience, we will visit the Trevi 

Fountain, where you may enjoy some free time on your own for lunch. This afternoon, you will visit the 

oldest of the four major basilicas in Rome, and the home to the relics of Peter and Paul, the Basilica of St. 

John the Lateran. This Basilica is where Pope Francis was installed as Bishop of Rome. Next, you will cross 

the street to visit the Holy Stairs. These Holy Stairs are the very steps leading up to the praetorium of 

Pontius Pilate in Jerusalem on which Jesus stepped on his way to trial during his Passion. The Stairs were 

brought to Rome by Saint Helena in the fourth century. Ascending these stairs on your knees, in memory 

of Christ's agonizing Passion. We conclude your day, with a Mass at the Basilica of St. Mary Major. Church 

dedicated to Our Blessed Mother, St. Mary Major reigns as the only Basilica that has kept its original 

structure and is an authentic jewel in the crown of Roman Churches. This Basilica contains a relic from the 

Manger of the Infant Jesus. Return to the hotel for dinner and an overnight. 

*The Scala Santa is currently under restoration. Thus, the Vatican has displayed an image replicating the 

stairs in front of the entrance where you will walk in. There are several staircases just to the side of the 

Scala Santa that you may ascend on your knees. You will still be able to receive the same graces and 

indulgences by going up any of the alternative stairs. 

Day 11 - Rome: St. Peter's Basilica - Vatican Museum - Appian Way - Basilica of St. Paul Outside the 
Walls - Catacombs 
This morning, you will enjoy an early breakfast before making your way to the largest Christendom 

Church, St. Peter's Basilica. This Basilica was built on the site where St. Peter, the first Pope and Bishop of 
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Rome, was martyred. Also, it was Our Holy Father, Pope Francis, who was the first Pontiff to visit the 

necropolis since extensive archaeological excavations were conducted at the ancient site decades ago. It 

is here that you will view Michelangelo's Pieta. This stunning marble sculpture depicts the Virgin Mary 

holding Christ after His crucifixion, death, and removal off the cross before being placed in the tomb. 

Continue to proceed to the Vatican Museums. At the world-renowned museum, you will see the most 

impressive of edifices, galleries, and awe-inspiring relics. Additionally, you will observe the Tapestry 

Gallery, Raphael Rooms, Sistine Chapel, and Michelangelo's Masterpiece, the restored mural of the Last 

Judgment. The final stop on your Vatican tour is at the tomb of Saint John Paul II. After Free time for 

lunch we will continue on your short journey down the Appian Way, the earliest road of Ancient Rome. 

This road leads to the Domino Quo Vadis Chapel, the Baths of Caracalla, the Arch of Drusus, the Tomb of 

Cecilia Metella, and the catacombs of St. Callixtus. The day concludes with a visit to the Basilica of St. 

Paul, outside the walls. Originally founded by Emperor Constantine in the 4th Century, this Basilica is the 

burial places of Saint Paul the Apostle. Next, make your way to a local restaurant for dinner. Following 

dinner, feel free to explore the streets of Rome, or return to the hotel for an overnight. 

Day 12 - Rome - Monte Cassino - San Giovanni Rotondo 
Following breakfast, you will board your bus to enjoy the scenic route to Monte Cassino. Passing through 

the Roman countryside that is known for its villas and vineyards. During the bus ride, your tour escort will 

share interesting information regarding the spiritual, historical, and cultural aspects of Italy. Monte 

Cassino, the principle monastery of the Benedictine Order, was founded by Saint Benedict around 530 

A.D. Following the tour, there will be an opportunity to visit the gift shop, before you board the bus to 

continue toward San Giovanni Rotondo, the hometown of Saint Padre Pio. Upon arrival in San Giovanni 

Rotondo, you will check-in, enjoy dinner in a restaurant, and overnight. 

Day 13 - San Giovanni Rotondo (View Incorrupt Body of St. Padre Pio) - Monte Sant' Angelo 
This morning, after breakfast, you will visit the Old Church. After Mass, you will tour the sanctuary, it is 

here you will view the crucifix, in front of which St. Pio received the stigmata. Visit the confessional from 

where St. Pio spent an innumerable amount of hours listening to confessions. Next, you will board the bus 

and travel along the beautiful Gargano Peninsula to the Grotto of St. Michael the Archangel, a shrine 

consecrated by St. Michael. At this grotto, St. Michael appeared to a Bishop to assure him that his diocese 

would not be annihilated as he feared. Following the visit to the grotto, enjoy free time. On the way back 

to San Giovanni Rotondo, view breathtaking views of the ocean and surrounding countryside. Upon 

arrival, you will have time for devotion and reflection. Dinner and an overnight in San Giovanni Rotondo. 

*Candlelight Procession - Between May and October attend the weekly Candlelight Procession at the 

Sanctuary of St. Pio after dinner, at 9:00 PM. These processions are lit by candlelight, and are guided by 

the Most Holy Rosary. Following this prayerful experience, you will return to your hotel for a restful 

overnight. 

Day 14 - San Giovanni Rotondo - Lanciano - Loreto - Assisi 
After breakfast, you will head to Lanciano. Upon arrival in Lanciano, celebrate Mass at the Church of St. 

Longinus. This Church is the site of the Eucharistic Miracle that occurred in the eighth century. At the time 

of the Miracle, there was a Basilian monk who struggled with the belief in the real presence of The Lord 

Jesus in the Eucharist. During the time of Mass, the monk, with doubt in his voice, said the "Words of 

Consecration" and the bread turned into living flesh, and the wine transformed into live blood. There will 

be some free time to explore Lanciano, before continuing toward the Adriatic coast to the great Marian 

shrine of Loreto to visit the Holy House of Nazareth, and the beautiful Madonna of Loreto. More than 50 

Pope's have made a pilgrimage to the house transported by angels to this hill in central Italy, in 1294. 

Tradition has it that this is the house in which Mary first prayed the Magnificat, in which Jesus grew to 
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manhood, and in which the Holy Family lived. Continue on to Assisi, the hometown of St. Francis. Upon 

arrival in Assisi, you will enjoy dinner, before retiring to your room for a restful night's sleep. 

Day 15 - Assisi (The Life of a Saint that inspired a Holy Father) 
Enjoy an early breakfast, followed by a full day of touring the hometown of St. Francis. St. Francis is the 

"Patron Saint of Animals and the Environment." Additionally, he is responsible for founding the Franciscan 

Order, and an inspiration to all by preferring to live in simplicity and humility, while giving up all other 

worldly possessions. As we visit the birthplace of St. Francis, you will become captivated as the 

atmosphere has not changed since St. Francis began his ministry, in the early 13th-century. We will start 

our tour at the St. Francis Basilica, visit his tomb of St. Francis, and have the opportunity to view a series 

of frescoes depicting his life, along with a few of the saint's possessions. From there, we will continue on a 

walking tour through this picturesque town, including the birthplace of St. Francis, and ending with a tour 

of the Church that honours St. Clare, the foundress of the Poor Clare Sisters. This Saint followed the 

teachings of St. Francis very closely by also living a life of poverty and humility. Enjoy some free time on 

your own - you may take this time for additional prayer, shop in the many gift shops or enjoy a nice 

lunch. After lunch, we will board the bus, which will take us outside of the walls of Assisi, to the Basilica of 

St. Mary of the Angels. This is where St. Francis spent most of life. This Basilica is made up of two 

structures, both of which you will visit. The first structure, is the "Porziuncola", which is where St. Francis 

founded his order of the Friar Minor (Franciscans). The second, is the "Capella del Transito", which is the 

place of St. Francis' death. During your time here, you will have the opportunity to visit the beautiful Rose 

Garden where St. Francis and other friars lived, as well as the cave where the Saint retired to pray. 

Return to the hotel for dinner and overnight. 

Day 16 - Assisi - Gubbio - La Verna - Assisi 
After breakfast, you will drive through the beautiful Umbrian mountains to Gubbio. Enjoy this medieval 

town with a visit of St. Francis Church, where you will be celebrating Mass. After Mass, visit a town that 

seems painted onto the hill, a succession of backdrops against which towers and houses stand out, all 

embraced by walls. The town had been freed by St. Francis from a terrible and fierce wolf who afflicted it. 

After lunch on your own, continue to La Verna, the place where St. Francis, over the years, had been 

seven times, the last time in 1224 where he received the stigmata. Here you will be able to pray in the 

Chapel of the Stigmata, the Basilica and the Chapel of Saint Mary of the Angels. You will also be able to 

admire the beautiful artworks of Andrea della Robbia. Return to Assisi for dinner and your last overnight 

in Italy. 

Day 17 – Assisi - Rome (Tour 118 finishes in Rome) – Medjugorje extension (Tour 118A) 
Today you depart for Rome Airport where you will take a short flight to Medjugorje. Upon arrival, you'll be 

greeted by a tour guide and/or driver who will then take you on the 2.5 hour drive by private coach to the 

village of Medjugorje. Once there, you'll meet your guide and be introduced to your host family in who’s 

modern and comfortable house you will be staying for the next several nights. 

Day 18 to 20 – Medjugorje 
The most beautiful features of Medjugorje are its simplicity and peace. While in Medjugorje, you may 

experience your faith grow, and share in the faith journey of pilgrims from all over the world. A local guide 

will accompany your group throughout your stay in the village. 

Some activities that will accompany you in your spiritual journey: 

Attend Daily Mass: Each morning at 10:00 AM, your group will assemble at St. James Church for Mass 

(English-Speaking). At the end of each Mass, regardless of language, there is a blessing of the religious 

articles that you have with you. 
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On Feast Days, and Sundays: English Mass is at 12 PM. 

Climb Apparition Hill: This mountainous hill is where the visionaries first encountered Our Lady. At the 

base of this hill is a Blue Cross, where it is said Our Lady appeared to the children while they hid from the 

communist police in the early days of the alleged apparitions. While climbing, your group is invited to 

recite the Rosary, pausing five times for each decade of the Rosary. At the top of the hill, you will witness 

the exact location of the first alleged apparition of Our Lady to the visionaries, and enjoy private time for 

prayer 

Climb Mt. Krizevac (Cross Mountain): In 1933, the villagers built a 30' high cross atop a mountain to 

commemorate Jesus' passion and death on the cross. Your group will have the opportunity to climb this 

mountain, and venerate that very cross. While climbing, your group is invited to pray the Stations of the 

Cross (to meditate on Jesus' suffering Road to Calvary), pausing fifteen times for each Station. 

Apparitions: Each evening at 5 PM or 6 PM (depending on daylight savings time), your group will join the 

villagers and fellow pilgrims of Medjugorje in saying the Rosary, as all anxiously await the alleged arrival 

of Our Lady to the visionaries. Following the apparition, at 5:40 PM (6:40 PM during Daylight Savings 

Time), feel free to stay at St. James Church and attend the Croatian Mass. Following the Croatian Mass, 

there is a Blessing of the Sick. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: Our Lady has always called us to be close to her Son. For this, you 

will have the opportunity to adore the Blessed Sacrament at the altar outside of St. James Church. 

Adoration is held on Tuesdays and Saturdays; Veneration of the Cross is held on Fridays inside the 

church. Additionally, there is an Adoration Chapel on the grounds of St. James Church, where Adoration is 

held in the afternoon hours. 

Meetings with the Visionaries: Pending their availability, your guide will arrange meetings with the 

visionaries at their homes. 

Visit to the Community of Cenacolo: You will have the opportunity to visit the community of Cenacolo, 

founded by the Sisters of Charity, for young men and women who have taken a wrong path and are on 

the road to recovery. You will be able to listen to their inspirational words about their journeys back to 

Jesus Christ. 

Prayer at the Statue of the Risen Christ: The bronze statue of the Risen Christ is located on the grounds of 

St. James Church. Many pilgrims sit and pray on the benches surrounding this peaceful statue. This statue 

miraculously seeps droplets of water at all times of the day, out of Christ's right knee. 

If you would prefer our traditional pilgrimage/tour of Medjugorje, we would recommend you consider our 

Tour #1 (www.206tours.com/tour1) that provides a tour escort and spiritual leader throughout your stay. 

Day 21 – Medjugorje to Home 
After an early breakfast and heartfelt farewells, you will leave by motor coach for Dubrovnik Airport (Split 

or Sarajevo) for your return flights home. 


